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This presentation describes a language development approach that
targets objectives taught across a continuum of difficulty levels, it
encourages independent learning through multi-sensory strategies, goal
setting, and parent involvement.

I

Language Strategies for Children began as an experiment with alternative
service delivery models. While working to connect with classroom curriculum
and instruction, several program goals developed....

A. We performed a task analysis of the objectives in order to develop a
strategy approach"” which would use visual cues for each of the language
objectives. In our approach each strategy is taught...

...within a relevant context for the classroom (e.g., using

social studies)

...through lessons which are designed to work in both a
classroom setting, as well as in pull-out groups

...with a visual or graphic representation

...in a cyclical approach to ensure repeated exposure over time

B. We wanted to make students more aware and responsible for their
learning through...

...completing six weeks goal sheets or skills checklists which allow
students to evaluate their progress on their individual goals (e.g., revise,
repeat, or set new goals),

...stating ways they can practice or apply new skills at home to achieve their
goal,

...stressing the value of individual/home practice.

C. We wanted to extend the strategies to meet the needs of
older, pre-adolescent students who continue to need oral language
development by...

... emphasizing pragmatic skills within each lesson

... stressing the connection between oral and written language by applying
textto previously taught skills and adding short focused written activities or
“rapid writes”.
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D. We wanted to provide a more tangible means to show progress and
to develop criteria for making decisions when transitioning students to middle
school by...

...developing activities for older students which require more application and
less direct instruction.

...assessing strategy knowledge in conjunction with a curriculum referenced
assessment to show progress and

aid in decision-making concerns about dismissal.

E. We wanted a system to document parent involvement through...

...six weeks goal sheets which are sent home to be signed by parents.
...suggested home activities that are sent home with the students to "teach”
their families about the latest language strategies.

...a Communication Skills Newsletter that is sent home periodically with the
primary aged students to summarize our school activities and give suggested
home activities to the parents.

...a completed Strategy Guide Booklet, (a collection of strategy guide pages
which are used to review the key components of each strategy), which is sent
home at the end of the year along with any other work samples that the child
has completed.

...a holiday calendar of quick, daily items related to the strategies that can be
used for practice over extended holidays.

A. A criterion referenced assessment tool and lessons that cover
kindergarten through grade five and beyond:

1. Plano ISD Language Curriculum Referenced Assessment

2. Setting goals and objectives/progress tracking.

3. Scheduling/Collaborating.

B. Strategies and program components as they stretch across the
continuum of difficulty levels.
1. Early strategy use- Social Stories and Einstein Character
2. Intermediate strategy use- Strategy guide
3. Advanced strategy use — Rapid Writes and Pragmatics

C. Lesson samples to show continuum of skills across specific objectives
using curriculum tie-ins and literature:

1. Early strategy use — “alike and different” simple oral sentences with and

without modeling.
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2. Intermediate strategy use- compare contrastadon, guided practice with
graphic organizer/orally presented by students

3. Advanced strategy use — oral - written language in complete sentences
using graphic organizer, and code switching pragmatic skill.

D. Sharing literature/lesson ideas for older students.
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Lesson Plan Form

GOAL

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

OBJECTIVES

MATERIALS
INTRODUCTION

Tie-In to Prior Learning

Focus/Relevancy

LESSON ACTIVITIES

CLOSURE
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